CHAPTER V

Nizamu'1-Mulk Posted to Malwa:
Foundation of the Haiderabad State

BEFORE THE accession of Raffu'd-Darajat, Nizamu'1-Mulk
was offered the subedari of Patna, which he refused to accept
because he was led to expect the prize of the Government of
Malwa for his neutrality in the struggle between Farrukhsiyar
and the Sayyid brothers. But the presence of Nizamu'l-
Mulk in the capital, after the death of Farrukhsiyar, was a
source of constant anxiety and danger for the Sayyids. Either
they had to secure his confidence or to send him away some-
where. They had already won over Muhammad Amin Khan
Ptimad-ud-Daulah by confirming him in the office of Second
Bakhshi. Sarbuland Khan had been conciliated by the offer
of the Government of Kabul. For Nizamu'l-Mulk nothing
had yet been done. His influence over the Turdnl soldiery
was considerable. He could, by the force of his personality,
impel them to action whenever he liked. That is why the
Sayyid brothers thought of sending him away. The Amiru'l-
Umara even proposed to employ violence against him and
assassinate him if he refused to quit the capital. But better
counsels prevailed, and a compromise was effected between
the Sayyid brothers and Nizamu'1-Mulk through the inter-
cession of Muhammad Amin Khan. Nizamu'1-Mulk agreed
to proceed to Malwa on condition that he should not be
recalled on any flimsy pretext,

Nizamu'1-Mulk left Delhi on 15th March 1719, (24th
Rabi' 11, 1131 H.) with his family and whatever property
he could carry with him. Many disbanded soldiers who were
looking for employment, as well as many of those who did
not desire to live under the regime of the Sayyids, including
more than a thousand rank-holders and jagirdars, accom-
panied him. After reaching Malwa Nizamu'1-Mulk set to
work to consolidate his position there, visualizing intelli-